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The Madeline Island Wilderness Preserve Is Now 20 Something! What's Next?

By Tom Kromroy, President

Last year the Madeline Island Wilderness Preserve
(MIWP) celebrated its twentieth year as a not-for-profit
land trust dedicated to protecting and preserving the
natural areas on Madeline Island. We continue to hold
clear title to over 2,500 acres of forests and wetlands
that preserve habitat for wildlife as well as for
enjoyment of Island residents and visitors. Our trails
and lands are open to the public free of charge for
hiking in the summer, hunting in the fall and skiing in
the winter. All this is possible through donations from
our generous membership.

We just updated our membership list and are
amazed at its geographic diversity - this newsletter will
be distributed to over 300 members who hail from 34
states and three countries. And we thought our forest
was diverse! Member contributions support our annual
program’s $15,000 budget. Since the MIWP is not-for-
profit all member donations are 100% tax deductible.

The MIWP continues to contribute to the
betterment of the Island:
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Capser Trail Completion

MIWP in collaboration with the Town of La Pointe
completed reconstruction of the Capser Trail. The trail
bed is now eight feet wide and made of gravel, so mud
is a thing of the past. There is a trail head on Airport
Road across from the Fire Hall and one on Middle
Road. The trail is now handicap accessible. MIWP
contributed an easement across its lands and shared in
the cost of the work with the Town. With the easement
in place the Town was able to secure state funding for
the construction of the entire trail.

Buckthorn Task Force

Last July the Board moved to help manage
buckthorn on the Island. This seems like a daunting
proposition — and it is. A Buckthorn Task Force was
started last fall with the goal of reducing the spread of
this invasive plant species. Members of the Task Force
can assist land owners in becoming aware of the
presence of buckthorn on their property as well as
provide education of and assistance for its
management. To date we have surveyed the Island and
mapped locations of the infestations. Most of the
buckthorn is within the Town limits and we are
optimistic about being able to prevent its spread to
elsewhere on the Island. We will sponsor annual
buckthorn removal work weekends. Stay tuned for
more!

North Shore Lot

In November, it came to our attention that a
developer was planning to build a modular home on a
lot on the inland side of the North Shore road adjacent
to MIWP property. The Board moved quickly to
purchase the land from the developer, preventing
fragmentation of the North Shore holdings. Through
numerous generous donations we have been able to
pay cash for this lot and now own it free and clear.

(MIWP: What’s Next, continued on page 4)
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