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2018 SUMMER PROGRAMS  
Except for the Spring Reception 

Programs are Free & Open to the Public 

Saturday, May 26th, Annual MIWP Bird Hike 
Big Bay State Park, 8:00AM 
Meet in parking lot beyond the main entrance. 

Hike Leader: Victoria Erhart, retired physician and longtime MIWP board member, and Peter Hudleston, 
Professor of Geology, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 
Summary: A hike for beginners and experts alike, you never know what we are going to see or hear!
 Bring binoculars and wear good waterproof footgear. Note change of location. 

Saturday , May 26th, MIWP Annual Meeting and Evening Reception  
“The Outsized Role of Large Lakes”  
Madeline Island Museum, 7:00PM
$30.00/person RSVP by May 21:  Ned Hancock ktwj@aol.com 

Speaker: Dr. Robert Sterner, Director, Large Lakes Observatory  
Summary: Did you know that only five lakes hold more than half of Earth’s liquid, surface freshwater? 
These gigantic and amazing ecosystems are simultaneously awe-inspiring, valuable, and threatened.
Dr. Robert Sterner from the Large Lakes Observatory, University of MN Duluth will speak to these 
characteristics while taking you on a virtual tour to some of Earth’s largest lakes, the focus of attention at 
LLO. 

Wednesday, July 25th, “How Lake Superior Affects Our Weather Patterns" 
Madeline Island Museum, 7:00PM 

Speaker: Carol Christenson, Meteorologist National Weather Service 
Summary: Ms Christenson will discuss how Lake Superior affects our climate and weather patterns, and 
share information on how NOAA forecasts waves on Lake Superior. 

Wednesday, August 1st, “In A Patch of Goldenrod” 
Madeline Island Museum, 7:00PM 

Speaker: Larry Weber, Teacher of 40 years, naturalist, author of many books of the North Woods 
Summary: To many of us, goldenrods are seen only as the growth of tall yellow-flowering plants that appear 
along the roadsides and in the fields of late summer. We seldom stop to take a close look or discern the 
different species. These perennials are fascinating hosts to a diverse group of visitors: insects, spiders, mites, 
slugs, snails, tree frogs and more. 

 � 

�  of � 
1 2

mailto:ktwj@aol.com


�                                                                                      �

Wednesday, August 15th, “Underwater Marvels — The Fisheries of Lake Superior"  
Madeline Island Museum, 7:00PM 

Speaker: Titus Seilheimer, PhD Fisheries Specialist, Wisconsin Sea Grant  
Summary: The depths of Lake Superior are home to a diverse and largely unseen aquatic ecosystem. 
Anglers and seafood fans are familiar with Lake Trout and Lake Whitefish, but the lake is home to many 
other species from deepwater ciscos to the burbot. Mr. Seilheimer will discuss the status of Lake Superior’s 
fisheries and food web, as well as future threats from invasive species like Asian Carp. If you’ve ever 
wondered what is happening under the water, then this is a talk you won’t want to miss! 

Wednesday, August 22, “Natural History and Identification of Conifer species of the Northwoods" 
Madeline Island Museum, 7:00PM 

Speaker: Dr. Sarah Johnson, Associate Professor of Natural Resources and Biology at Northland College 
Summary: Conifers are iconic members of the Northwood’s and boreal forests. Why are conifers so 
successful up North? What are helpful tricks for identifying the tree families and 13 native species of 
conifers in the Great Lakes region? Where can you find them growing? How are your favorite northern 
conifers responding to ecological change? Also, what’s flavoring your gin? Ms. Johnson will have us touch, 
taste and smell conifers. 

Wednesday, August 29th, “Lake Superior Water Levels; What’s Going On?”  
Madeline Island Museum, 7:00PM 

Speaker: Gene R. Clark, Coastal Engineering Specialist, University of Wisconsin Sea Grant Institute 
Summary: Mr. Clark will discuss what are the causes of the past, present and predicted near-term future of 
Lake Superior Water levels. You will learn about the many contributing factors:   locks, power plants, Canada, 
navigation, fish ladders, and more. 

GUIDED FALL HIKES: 

Join us as we explore and hike the rustic trails of Madeline Island. MIWP members will guide all hikes. 
The hikes will wander through old Hemlock and hopefully we will see wild mushrooms or migratory 
birds. Trail route will vary pending trail conditions — hike may be an out/back or shore-to-shore.  
Note these trails are rustic: good hiking boots and adventuresome spirit are required. 

Saturday, September 1st     Saturday, September 22nd     Saturday, October 6th 

Annual Fall Potluck Picnic will follow the October 6th hike — All Are Welcome!  
Location of picnic to be determined. See MIWP Website www.miwp.org for details. 

Location:  Meet at Burroughs’s Trail Head, 2.5 miles north of Benjamin Blvd on North Shore Drive  
Time:  9:00am — Hike will last approximately 2 hours. 
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