
 
 

“WHAT HAVE WE DONE; WHERE ARE WE GOING ?”  
By Victoria Erhart, President 

I like to use this President’s letter as a kind of forum 
to think out loud about the MIWP – who we are, what 
we have done, where we are going. It’s easy to get 
caught up in the minutia of running an organization 
(who’s bringing the tablecloths?) and lose sight of the 
big stuff. Are we doing things that have value? Are we 
working on issues that no one else is addressing? Is the 
island a better place to live, walk, hunt, ski, watch birds 
because of the MIWP? Let’s look. 

Clearly the MIWP’s biggest initiative for 2013 was 
invasive species work. I’ve written a lot about buckthorn 
and barberry, and how, if left unchecked, they will 
inevitably and quickly overrun the island’s understory. I 
won’t repeat all of that here, but this is an issue that the 
MIWP has targeted for a number of years. In our largest 
effort yet, in 2013 the MIWP donated $25,000 ($10,000 
as an outright gift and $15,000 as a Wisconsin DNR 
grant ably managed by the indefatigable Bonnie 
Matuseski) to the town of La Pointe for hiring two 
invasive species interns. For this effort we got lots of 
property owner outreach, acres of cut buckthorn and 
barberry, a network of relationships with local 
environmental groups, and a comprehensive five year 
plan. From the town, “we appreciate your contribution to 
this positive initiative and care for Madeline Island, and 
look forward to working with you again in the future”. 
The future is now, and in 2014 we are working with the 

town again: another $10,000 outright donation and a 
$13,000 DNR grant. The two interns, Jacob Hazek and 
Hayley Weyers, are already hired and plan to work for 
three months starting June 1. Please welcome them as 
they help us take on this important problem.  

For the sake of wildlife, one of our goals is 
maximizing a mid-island corridor of uninterrupted 
forest. In the last twelve months, the MIWP has 
purchased a twenty acre parcel just west of Benjamin 
Boulevard, and we have a signed purchase agreement for 
thirty acres contiguous to our Capser trail lands near 
downtown. Many thanks to Tom Kromroy whose nose 
for real estate continues to amaze. 

The board of the MIWP has had to accept the 
resignations of two board members this year – John 
Humphrey, who worked to find articles for the Gazette, 
and Laurel Lein, a wonderful big-hearted woman who 
acted as Vice-President for many years. We will miss 
them both. But we are very excited about our two new 
board members, both of whom have long-term island 
connections and a passion for the environment: Tom 
Atmore, a Twin Cities resident and attorney, and Jane 
Howard, director of philanthropy for the Minnesota 
Chapter of the Nature Conservancy. We look forward to 
working with them for years to come.  

(President’s letter, continued on page 6) 
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THE ICEMAN COMETH … AND STAYETH 
By Adam Haecker

On Lake Superior, we haven’t seen the likes of such 
frozen tundra in more than 30 years. In fact, at one 
point during this winter of 2013-2014, Lake Superior 
was 91 percent covered by ice – the most since 1994. 
Talk about a misery index. In that regard, chalk this 
winter up as off of the charts. However, for the health 
and well-being of the Lake, the punishing cold and ice 
was nothing but positive. With climate change and 
global warming top of everyone’s mind these days, a 
nauseating repetition of one polar vortex after another 
this winter was warmly welcomed. 

According to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), increased ice 
cover has many benefits for the environment. First, a 
thick ice cover with minimal snow cover allows 
sunlight to penetrate farther into the water column, 
which in turn stimulates the growth of algae during the 
winter that feeds other living organisms. Second, a 
thick ice cover shields fish eggs (particularly whitefish) 
from harsh winds in shallow water. 

And probably the best benefit of all: The Lake will 
have a higher water level this year. That’s extremely 
good news, given that the ice cover on the Great Lakes 
has declined by 71 percent in the past 40 years (on 

average), which has led to unhealthy low lake levels. 
Water temperature in the summer and annual 
evaporation are also on the rise – again, all thanks to 
what scientists attribute to climate change. So, this 
winter and the thick ice cover will reverse this trend, 
say the experts. 

How so, you ask? Evaporation is really what it’s 
all about. In an article titled “Ice Cover Affects Lake 
Levels in Surprising Ways,” by Lisa Borre in the 
January 27 issue of Water Currents, there is mention of 
the under-appreciation and misconception about 
evaporation.  

The article explains that the majority of people 
think that most evaporation occurs during the summer 
when the water is warmer than the winter. The 
supposed logic is that the summer months are when the 
water is completely free of ice, and therefore the Lake 
has its entire surface area exposed to evaporation. 
However, evaporation occurs when there is a 
significant difference in temperature between the water 
and the air. Obviously, this disparity is more common 
in the fall, winter and spring than during the summer. 

In a “typical” winter, then, of the past five to 10 
years, the water has been cooling as it naturally does in 
the fall, but not freezing nearly as much as it has this 
year during the winter. With the Lake having much 
more exposed water in years past, evaporation has 
gone relatively unimpeded. This year (with nearly 
complete ice cover), there has been very little surface 
area exposed to evaporation. In addition, with the 
extremely thick ice cover, it is going to take much 
longer for it to melt during the spring. In other words, 
the cold water will linger longer into the summer – 
causing less temperature variation between the water 
and the land throughout the summer, and thus, less 
evaporation.  

There also are two more factors that cause higher 
evaporation: low relative humidity and high wind 
speed. If these two ingredients are present, mixed with 
higher water temperature, than evaporation is greatest. 
Despite this perfect storm scenario, this winter of 
2013-2014 will mean much less evaporation simply on 
the basis of much colder water temperatures 
throughout the summer due to thick ice cover this 
winter. And, if the same weather pattern continues this 
summer, then the air temperature will remain cooler – 
leaving less variation between water temperature and 
air temperature.  

ICE – As far as the eye can see, we have been 
blinded by a white horizon this winter in the 
upper Midwest. 

Our extreme winter made the south shore ice caves 
accessible to thousands of visitors 



 3 

Higher water level this summer is a blessing to 
everyone who associates with the Lake for their 
livelihood or otherwise. Primarily, it’s a huge relief to 
the commercial shipping industry that relies on 
shipping lanes and channels that are deep enough for 
passage. For the recreationalist, boaters can ease into 
their docks or slips with much less worry about 
running aground. Environmentally, a colder lake stifles 
nutrients and leads to less algae bloom, which can be 

toxic to the aquatic food web and, in rare cases, to 
humans. 

More personally though, a colder lake this summer 
might mean more dipping-of-toes than full 
submersions. It also might mean more mid-summer 
campfires, and crispy clear starlit nights. All in all, the 
polar vortex may have gotten a bad rap. If a little nip in 
the air is the only price we pay this summer, then let 
mother nature lay it on thick for years to come. 

 

BATS, BUGS, AND MAYBE BASEBALL AT 4TH OF JULY PARADE

 I’m trying to stay humble, really I am. I’ve been 
working on dryly reporting the facts (the 2013 MIWP float, 
Bees and Colony Collapse Disorder, won the Madeline 
Island Fourth of July parade Grand Prize. Ahem.) and all I 
want to do is sing (LALALALA!): we won the big one! I 
never expected to win a Grand Prize even once, and now 
we have for the second time (thank you, carp), and I am 
just overwhelmed. This is where you are supposed to thank 
your producer, and then your mother, but really I just want 
to thank Eric and Steve who spent eight thankless hours 
constructing a magical collapsing six foot hive, and Berit 
who hauled that thing up and down about 40 times over the 
length of the parade route. We owe you.  

 

As for 2014, the concept is far from Grand-Prize-
ready, but the creative juices are bubbling. The 2014 topic 
is bats and White Nose Syndrome, another endangered 
species, and the float will almost certainly involve 
dangerous bad jokes about baseball, maybe. Even though 
they are ugly little guys and they sometimes have rabies, 
bats are on the side of good (see MIWP-sponsored talk 
8/16/14: Bats’ Bad Rap) and we want to do good by them. 
Please join us – everyone of all ages and species is 
welcome. Costumes don’t get much easier; just wear 
brown and we will take care of the rest. Meet at the marina 
one half hour before parade time (the parade usually starts 
at 10:30, but check with the 
Chamber of Commerce) under 
the MIWP banner. Fangs a lot!  

Our grand-prize winner for 2013: Bees, 
pollinators, and colony collapse 
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27TH ANNUAL SPRING MEETING AND EVENING RECEPTION 

The Wilderness Preserve will be hosting its 27th Annual Spring Meeting this coming Memorial Day weekend, Saturday 
May 24th, at the Madeline Island Museum. The event will be an evening reception with an informal buffet of elegant and 
hearty hors d’oeuvres, choice wine service, and coffee/tea and assorted desserts (come with an appetite). This year's 
evening fare will again be provided by the highly acclaimed Ashland Baking Company. A social gathering and food 
service begins at 7:00 pm, with the program beginning at 8:00 pm.  

This year’s program features Apostle Islands Historian and Retired Park Ranger 

BOB MACKRETH 

“Out on THE Ice” 

TWO CENTURIES OF THE PEOPLE OF THE CHEQUAMEGON REGION TRAVELING, WORKING AND PLAYING ON 
THE ICE OF LAKE SUPERIOR. DOGSLEDS AND WINDSLEDS, LOGGERS AND LIGHTHOUSE KEEPERS, FARMERS 
AND FISHERMEN, NEAR DISASTERS AND NARROW ESCAPES, A FEW SAD STORIES AND A FEW JOYOUS ONES. 



The price of the Spring Reception is $30 per person. 

Reservations can be made (through May 18th) 
by contacting: 

MIWP Vice President, Fred Koerschner 
  298 Wildridge Road, Mahtomedi, MN 55115 

      (651-779-9411)   
Email at: fredkoerschner@msn.com 

 (maximum 120 guests) 

Venue: Madeline Island Museum 

“I've been fortunate enough to spend a 
career protecting some of America's 
exceptional treasures, and I've lived in 
some memorable places and traveled to 
others. I've been lucky to share this 
journey with another ranger and a bunch 
of great dogs. 

Along the way, I developed a passion for 
preserving and sharing the history of the 
people who lived in the places that are 
now national parks, especially the men 
and women of Lake Superior's Apostle 
Islands: farmers and fishermen, loggers 
and lighthouse keepers, and so many 
others.”
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SUMMER 2014 PROGRAMS 

Saturday, May 24th, 8:30 – 10:30 a.m.  Spring Bird Migration on Madeline 
Annual bird hike with Victoria Erhart, MIWP Board member and long-term birder. Bring your binoculars; see and hear 
warblers and other spring migrants. Location: New Pavilion at the Town Park. 

Saturday, May 24th, 7:00 p.m.  MIWP’s 25th Annual Spring Meeting & Reception: Out on The Ice 
A history of the people of the Chequamegon region traveling, working and playing on the ice of Lake Superior – as told 
by Bob Mackreth, Apostle Islands Historian. At the Madeline Island Museum. (see detailed announcement, page 4) 

Saturday, June 21st, 8:30 – 10:30 a.m.  Explore the North End Trails on Madeline 
Steve Mueller, MIWP board member, will guide hikers through old logging trails and stands of 100-year-old hemlock 
trees. Start: Burroughs trail head, 2.5 miles north of Benjamin Blvd on North Shore Road. 

Wednesday, July 16th, 7:00 – 8:15 p.m.  Loon Watch 
Speaker: Erica LeMoine, Loon Watch Coordinator, Sigurd Olson Institute. Learn about loons, their calls and their 
ecology, and hear stories that teach us how to protect them; for adults and kids alike – with time for questions. At the 
Madeline Island Museum, co-sponsor. 

Wednesday, July 23rd, 7:00 – 8:15 p.m.  Somebody Lived Here 
Dramatic stories of men and women of Lake Superior’s Apostle Islands: lighthouse keepers, pioneer farmers and 
fishermen, and the Ojibwa people who were there first – as told by Bob Mackreth, Park Historian (Ret.), Apostle Islands 
National Lakeshore. At the Madeline Island Museum, co-sponsor. 

Wednesday, July 30th, 7:00 – 8:15 p.m.  Mushrooms of Madeline Island 
Speaker: Travis Lynch, mushroom farmer and commercial mushroom forager, instructor at the University of Wisconsin 
and WITC. Hear about local mushrooms and their seasons, along with the specific trees that these mushrooms share. 
Take home a few mushroom-picking rules you can rely on. At the Madeline Island Museum, co-sponsor. 

Saturday, August 9th, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Layers of the Forest 
Join Pastor Marina Lachecki, St. John’s UCC, and learn about ecological relationships and balance in the forest, from 
giant white pines down to the mosses and understory. Meet at the Capser trailhead and then to the Nucy Meech trail. 

Friday, August 15th, 9:00 – 10:30 p.m.  Animal Adaptations at Night: Sight, Sound and Chemical Stuff 
Guide: Kelsey Olson, Naturalist, Gooseberry Falls State Park. Humans tend to flock indoors and turn the lights on at 
night. Come and experience night like the animals do on a night time stroll in the dark. Discover the secrets of how  
some animals thrive during the night and how others survive. Location: New Pavilion at the Town Park (note time!) 

Saturday, August 16th, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.  Bats’ Bad Rap: Bats of Madeline Island 
Speaker: Kelsey Olson, Naturalist, Gooseberry Falls State Park. Join us for an interactive bat experience and discover 
the secret lives of these little mammals from how many mosquitoes they can eat per night to how they manage to 
survive the chilly Wisconsin winters. At the Madeline Island Museum, co-sponsor. 

Wednesday, August 20th, 7:00 – 8:15 p.m.  Bears: Dispelling Myths for a Peaceful Coexistence 
Speaker: Carl Anderson, North American Bear Center. Replace your myths with scientific knowledge: discover the 
facts about black bear family life, social organization, travel, diet, hibernation, intelligence, scat tracks and signs, and 
observational methods. At the Madeline Island Museum, co-sponsor. 

Saturday, August 30th, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Explore Madeline’s North End Trails 
Keith Sowl, Island resident and trail expert, will guide us through old logging trails and 100-year-old stands of 
hemlocks. Start: Burroughs trailhead, 2.5 miles north of Benjamin Blvd on North Shore Road. 

Saturday, September 6th, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Explore Madeline’s North End Trails 
Fred Koerschner, MIWP Board member, will guide us through old logging trails and 100-year-old stands of hemlocks. 
Start: Burroughs trailhead, 2.5 miles north of Benjamin Blvd on North Shore Road. 

All events are free (except the Spring Reception) and open to the public 



6 

(President’s letter: Continued from page 1) 
I want to return to the question I raised earlier 

about value. I still hear occasional rumbles about the 
MIWP not paying property taxes, not pulling its 
monetary weight. Yes I have a bias, but it is very clear 
to me that we give more than we take, some of it 
quantifiable ($48,000 to the Town of La Pointe in the 
last two years!) and some of it not. If you walk on the 
Capser trail, what is that worth to you? Most of the 
Capser trail is built on land owned by the MIWP. Were 
you one of the more than 400 people, many from the 
mainland, who saw an incredibly cool presentation by 
the Raptor Center last summer? Brought to you by the 
MIWP (and the ferry line and the museum, thanks!). 
Did you ski this winter on those beautiful MIWP North 
End ski trails (thanks to Keith Sowl for the gorgeous 

grooming)? All these things, and more, bring richness 
and complexity to the community.  

As I look ahead, and in response to some requests 
from the community, one of the next big things we 
hope to take on is making those North End trails more 
accessible in the summer. This is a huge job, really: 
more than 8 miles of trails, many of them wet and 
barely passable. But think how wonderful it could be! 
If you don’t know these trails, we are offering three 
hikes at different times throughout the summer to 
introduce them. And if you already know the trails, 
come anyway; there is no such thing as spending too 
much time in the woods! 

Thanks for supporting the MIWP. And may 2014 
treat you well!  

INVASIVE SPECIES INTERNS FOR 2014

For the second season the MIWP is partnering with the Town of La Pointe to support two invasive species interns on 
Madeline Island. Haley Weyers and Jacob Hazek are both students at Northland College, enrolled in the environmental 
science program. Both interns come highly recommended as talented, hard-working, and genuine. Their primary 
objective will be educational outreach with private landowners, focusing on invasive species identification and control. 
Additional time will be spent in control work on public lands. Anyone with questions regarding buckthorn or barberry 
on their property, please contact our interns (hazekj811@myemail.northland.edu or 
weyerh387@myemail.northland.edu) or Town Foreman, Kristian Larson (lapshop@cheqnet.net).  
My name is Jacob Hazek and I am from Marengo, IL. I have experience 
with the McHenry County Conservation District dealing with the removal of 
garlic mustard through the local forest preserves. I also spent last summer as 
an intern at Great Oak Farm, located in Mason, WI. I am currently a junior 
studying Natural Resources and Biology at Northland College. I enjoy 
learning about anything that relates with ecological functioning, including 
sustainable agriculture. I hope to eventually start my own sustainable small-
scale farm. Farming is all about making connections, which includes 
communicating with new people daily. I’m excited to get to know the 

community of Madeline Island. 

 

Hayley Weyers is studying 
Humanity and Nature Studies: 
Reviving a Natural History, at 
Northland College. She plans to 
complete her degree in December 2014. She has a strong interest in our native 
flora which has led to many great experiences including working as a field 
hand at the Bayfield Apple Co., caretaking for hazelnut seedlings for UW 
Extension, and garlic mustard monitoring with the WDNR. But Hayley's 
most memorable botanical experience is doing vegetation surveys on alpine 
summits in northwestern British Columbia. She is very excited to be spending 
this summer on Madeline Island for the Invasive Species Control Internship. 
In her free time, Hayley enjoys snowshoeing, foraging, and writing, and she 
is hoping to learn how to make essential oils this summer on her days off.



Madeline Island 
Wilderness Preserve 
PO Box 28 
La Pointe, WI  54850 
www.miwp.org

Yes, I'd like to support the preservation and protection 
of natural areas on Madeline Island! 

Name(s)________________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 $1000 Benefactor    $500 Sustaining    $100 Supporting    $50 Contributor    Other

 Please make my gift anonymous.

 Gift in memory of: ___________________________________________________

 Gift in honor of: ___________________________________________________ 

 Send gift card to: ___________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________

Thank you for your generous contribution. 
Your dues are tax deductible. Membership is through December 31, 2014 

Please make checks payable to MIWP and send to: 

Madeline Island Wilderness Preserve 
P.O. Box 28   La Pointe  WI  54850 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --Detach here and mail today - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 




